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EDITORIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


In February, 1940, the Catholic Library World carried an article by 
Austin J. App entitled "Best Sellers and Catholic Reviewers". From 
all sections of the country came enthusiastic comments on the need 
of a better reviewing scrvice. Although dvring the past yeer there 
has been considereble improvement in the leading Catholic periodicals 
in the matter of reviewing books of the best seller type, yet a recent 
survey indicates thet therc is e@ great time lag between the public- 
ation date of the book end the appesrance of the first review. 
Secondly, there is no single Catholic periodical in which appear re- 
views of ell best sellers . Thirdly, es some of our correspondents 
‘ave indicated, the majority of the reviews are written for adults 

nd often fail to indicate the value of tne book, either from e stand- 
: point of style or content, for adolescent use. 


The primary objective in establishing a new book reviewing service 
is that of supplying full, reliable information about the book upon 
which the individual who is responsible for book sclection cen de- 
pend in most cases as a substitute for personal reading. 


Because we believe that there is a need for more rapid, more complete, 
and more critical reviewins, especially from the Catholic stenipoint, 
we ere laeunchins an experiment in the form of a bi-weekly periodical 
entitled Best Sellers. Our purpose herein is to furnish reviews of 

211 new best sellers mentioned in Retail Rookscller, Publishers! Week- 
t ly, the New York Times Book Review, end the New York H rald Tribune 
B ooks, carrying in each issue about three reviews averegine 
about 500 words, and an accumulated cvalvetion of all best sellers as 
s~ reviewed in America, Catholic World, Commonweal, Sign, and other 
— of like nature. 


Bi» In the first plece it should be noted that our reviewing policy will 

B be a major deviation in one respect from thet of other reviewing 

J services. Our service is designed as a substitute for those people 

’ who ere uneble to read cvery item in this field as it is published and 
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wt who recuire rather complete summery of these vocks because of. 
their responsibility in selecting and euiding the recedins of others, 
Primerily, we expect reviews to give 6 major pert of the plot of 
novels or en edequate synopsis of non-fiction books. Since a knowl- 
edge of the complete story is necessery for recommending or dis- 
approving books, it will be necessary to discuss the book in its 
entirety. 


In the content of the reviews will appeer a brief synopsis in which 
the major problem and its solution are stated; e general note on 
setting or beckrround, time or period, diction end style; incidents 

of immorality or doubtful morality; manner in which the leedine charact 
ers ere presented; end specific references to all doubtful pesseres,. 


To be recommended a bcok must heve positive velues. Each review 
will close with one of these strtements: 


Recommended for family use. 


Recommended only for adults beceuse of immorel incidents or in- 
decent lenguege. 


Recommended for adults, beceuse of style end diction too diffi- 
cult for children «nd edolcscents. 


Recommended for high school students, beceusc langueze end treat- 
ment ere edapted to that group. 


Recommended for children, bceceuse lénguere end treetment ere ed- 
epted to thet group. 


Not recommended. 
THE EDITORS 


BOOK OF THE MONTH CLUB--AFRIL 


Gontren de Poncins. Kebloons. Reynel end Hitchcock, Merch 19, 1941. 
xii, 339p. $3.00 


Kebloona is © contemporrry story of ¢ Frenchnen's journey to King 
Wiltliem Lend in the Arctic Circle. The title, signifying the 
Eskimo's neme for the white men, mey be mislceding. Feople ere 
efreid cf strenre titles but the prospective rereder shouid not evoid 
this book bec@euse it is © worthy contribution to the socirl life of 
the Eskimo. 


Mr. de Poncins reletes thrt he cpent fiftcen months in traveling to 
end from King Willicm Lend. "My concern," he stetes, “is not primeri- 
Ly with my own wenderings or stete of mind. My concern is with the 
2skimo, with his life end treits, his broodings end ruminsetions, his 
invincible serenity in the fece of the herdest physicel existence 
lived by men cnywhere upon eerth." Escepins from the sophisticeted 
life of the twentieth century the cuthor jovrneys from Peris te King 
Williem Lend. The entire populetion of King Williem Lend consisted 
of twenty-five men, women ¢nd chil'‘ren. The suthor steyved et the 
Hudson's Bry Post st Gjoa on King Williem Lend. The post wes under 
the «ble direction of feddy (born Willism) Gibson. Peddy end Mike-- 
es de Poncins wes known in Cenedé--beceme greet friends. Eventuelly, 
though, the reguisrity of Pediv's deily life ennoyed de Poncins, end 
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he went on a brief vacation to visit Father Henry, a missionary priest 
at Pelly Bay. Father Henry lived in a hole dug out of the side of a 
nill. The temperature was fifty-five degrees below zero but no com- 
plaint was ever heard from the lips of Father Henry. This missionary 
priest lecked every object known to the civilization of the white men. 
Spurning luxuries, he lived the life of @ true servant of God. He 
said Mass on a board in his hut, heard confessions, eni performed the 
duties of his Spiritual Master--all without complaint. Mike was deep- 
ly touched by this humble man and upon leaving him records the fect 
that Father Henry said, "Your visit hes done me a sreat deal of good, 
I believe that I shall be e better man for your having been here." 


The book is emply provided with sketches end pictvres siving an 
\ intimate glimpse of the life of the Eskimo. The daily procedure 
revolves sround life in an isloo, fishing, hunting,eeting and sleep- 
ing. The Eskimo lives on fish, Seal and c@éribov or reinieer. Start- 
ing out on an expedition the Eskimo will push his Jog team to the 
limit. He know his dogs end carries on a conversetion with them 
while dashing over the snow-packed trail. Stopping et night the 
Eskimo will construct an igloo. The igloo is the ice home of the 
inhebitants of the Arttic. Brewing tea, the Eskimo will down 2 cup 
ast a culp and be ready for more. He will commit murder end regerd 
it as ea matter of course--the police seldom reech the Arctic. He 
will] loan out his wife to e mle friend. He will spend the greater 
part of a day kneeling over a hole in the ice waiting to stab fish. 
All these eny meny other anectotes enlerre the reeders knowledge of 
the Eskimo's mode of life. 


Mr. de Poncins hes performed @ notable_literery service in present- 
. ing this story of life in the Arctic. His opinion of the Eskimos 

mey be to the Englishnmen'ts view of the American Indian, 
Yet de FPoncins admires them for their skill ene scives credit where 
credit is due. Returnins from the Arctic of Paddy Gibson, Feather 
Henry and the Eskimos, Mr. de Poncins seems reluctant es to his 
future course. He eventually returned to Frence and no word hss 
been reccived from him to dete. 


This reviewer hopes thet Mr. de Poncins will travel further into the 
remote corners of the world and give us further pictures of primitive 
peoples at work and pley. 


I highly recommend this book for all true lovers of sood reading. 
It has literary merit, simplicity and clarity and should be read by 
211 if only for its lesson in humility and contentment. 


LITERARY GUILD--MARCH 


Edison Marshall. Benjemin Bleke. Ferrar, 1941. 443 p. *2.50 


This is purely an adventure story mixing such ingredients as a 
"naturel son", a brutish English seuire who hes a cheriteble wife 
end a lovely deurhter, penel laws end stinkine prisons, life on 
the sc@ under a tough first mate, and en island paredise in the 
South Seas which furnishes the peerl fortune enabline Ren, the 
"natural son", to return to Enzlend,bvy a perdon and merry the 
lovely daughter whose husbsen4d is killed (none too plausibly) soon 
efter Ben's return. 
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The mixing bowl is England in the letc seventecnth and early 
eightecnth centuries, with the bulk of the action centered around the 
American Revolutionery period. Objectionable features ebound. The 
@iulterous father of Ber-is referred to es a perarcn of physical beeut 
and temperament. Fromiscuity and prostitution se eronght in consten 
ly end senerally favored. Murder is condonei when :t removes a heted 
men who would ecpreed venereal disease in the Bron See Peradise. in 
short, this is an impossible tele. 


SCIENTIFIC BOOK CLUB--FEBRUARY 


Geddes Smith. Pleere on Us. New York, Commonwealth Fund, 1941 
365pp. $3.00 


The.fascinsting histo.i:cs of rreat epic mies stories of men's 
TO Saves Tormec * ane cl nemerons 
rpretine 
epidemio- 


rar! 
strips 


From @ vericty of sorrces th. hss cuiled some interes 
ing incicen ss WAcsery of ent > fun? of up-to- 
Gate informsiicn corcéercing 4acées: Pli of whith he 
presents in is at once arstructive end enserteining. 


He introduces his subicctt with feeaunss ct cf the more 
important esidem “36 trecce whe Lopme nt of men" 
Loar jen immenity ve sent time. The 
yeresite relation cai Tully discussed, and 
‘demic of are cerefully 
ate Later echanters ievoted to ecvrrrent trends 
in epidemicivsicel one prectice with refcrence tc prevelent 
infectiovs diseeses end onelude cof recent epid- 
emics illustreting the modern eppreech to public neeltih problems. 


Admittedly, the trensmission of infcctiovse disease invclves the Snter~ 
acticn of a number of vericblic fectcrs. the suther prefes 

to be leymen, he displeoys e keen of the ccmplex ‘ities 

of the problem end cer -fuily evoids tiv «rors of over-simplificetion 
which one encounters so frequently i: treetises cond intro- 
ductory textocoks. His ccnservetive evelueticns of reccnt discoveries 
should be most gretifyine to scientificrily minded reeders. 


Since it lecks entirely the melodrz:metic cvertcnes of © De Kruif, 
Flerue on Us mey net heve the seme pepuler appeel es Micrcbe Hunters 
or Men Aféinst Deeth. However, beth professionel cond Iry strdents 
of science wi fd it with interest end profit. 

BOOK OF Tik MONTH CLUB--FEBRUARY 
Jon Valtin. Out of the Night. Alilience. Jpnurry 17, 1941. #3,50 


In Out of the Night Jon Veltin hes written © compellins end signifi- 


Wath Go. tr tats ond far couse 

ka 


cent stery of his edventurous life es Communist "ectivist™ in 
Eurcpe during the period 1923-1938. 


The story opens with Veltin's esrly life in post-wer Germany end 
describes his first experiences with redicel orgenizaticns. it is 
interesting to note here the powerful eppesl, on strictly meterial 
grounds, thet communist doctrine exerts on en ctherwise unled work- 
ing cless; Veltin himself wes ettrected by the iderls of metericl 
security end the brotherhocd of men. 


As ® means of escepe from the misery at home Veltin spends the next 
four yerrs as @ scilor roaming through ©°1l perts of the world. Follow 
ing this he returns to Germany in 1923 et the ege of 19 end fer the 
next ten yeers throws himself into orgenizetich: Work fcr The Communis? 
perty with meritime orgenizations. Altnough most of this wer is 
concentreted in Germeny, Hollend'end Belgium, it is interruptec ot 
vericus intervels by trips tc ¢ll perts of the world, the mest note- 
worthy of which ere © trip te Russie for treining in the technioves 

of revolution end one te the United Stetes es © picneer in weterfroent 
orgenizetion. While in this country ne served © sentence of three 
yeers in Sen Quentin for ettemptcd murder et perty dictete. Here ty 
cereful use of the prison's cduceticnel fecilities he wes enabled $b 
prepere himself fer future work. 


This portion of the bork is extremely impcrtent heceuse of the: thoror. 
ness with which communist methods ere discussed. In sdditicn it 
demcnstretes the ccmpsretive eobe of dectrinel propaganda 
even under the mest cdverse conditions 


During the seme pericd Veltin hes merried ani in spitecof her objecticn 
end his cwn doubts he draws his wife inte perty werk end egrinst his 
better judgment submits to the rigid "prerty-line" ccntrol instituted 
by Stelin. Although he reccsgnizes thet the Cemmunists no longer werk 
for the betterment cf the underprivileged but only for the cdventrge- 
of © Russie whese ruling clicue is not overly ccncerned with the wel- 
fere of the messes, he still rempins f-ithful to his supericrs end 
succeeds in repressing his %wn conscience. 


In 1932 end 1933 there follows @ period of orgenized terrcerism in 
which the Communists ere elternately firhting the Nezis end then 
ecmbining with them in crushing the Sociel Democrets. After Aitler's 
edvent to power crushed end beaten Communist perty ond its 
sre forced tc flee from Germeny, which hitherto been regcrded 

the center of internstione] communism, end set up heedqurrters in 
Copenh: gen. From there Veltin returns ss secret cgent te Germeny 
where he is ceptured by the Gestcpc, 


The book then gives e vivid eccecunt cf Gestapo methcds of eliciting 
informeticn end of Veltin's life, over © period cf severel yverrs, in 
concentreticn cemps prisons. The ccncentreticn cemps rre by fer 
the mere brutel end the gurrds cxhibit © type cf ccmpetitive sedism 
thet cculd cnly exist in the spirit end under the ernditicns of 
Neticnel Scciclism, Care must be used in recemmending this portion 


of the beck because of the brute Plity and be ceuse 


enaency in seme ceses 
morodia curiosity. 


Life in priscn, clthcueh hersh, is fer ersier then the cencentreticn 
cemp. Even here crgenizeticn ¢f Communist ereups with pertiel control 
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of vrison concitions is possible. Throucsh lines of conmunication 
with the outsice Valtin is instructec to recant his Conniunism and 
| attemnt to work himself into the Gestavo as counteres»vionaze agent. 
je succeecs anc in 1937 is enabled to escape rrom Germany at the 
“price of leaving behind his wife and son as Nazi hostaces. 


After a few months in his old Communist work Valtin is cast uncer 
suspicion by his colleagues and is kidnan»ved ror in Russia. 
He succeecs in escaping end shinning to sea as a sailor Tie book 
ends on s note of near cesnair with Veltin hunted br the secret d- 
gents of both parties, his .:ife ceac in the sarie concentgation camp 
to which he head been taten, his son a ward of the Third Reich and 
with a more or less honeless future stretching berore him. 


There may arise in the minds cf many some question es to the accuracy 
of the story but Valtin's correct celineation of the whole historical 
picture through which he movea, the factual cectaiis which may be 
checked against prior kkmovwlecse of Co. murist retuods together with 
his ceriniteness in navics, datcs anc places give ea hish desree or 
probability to the entire narrative. 


The bools cannot be recommended Jor unlinitcca consur ption becausc of 
the author's attitude toward certain basic moral princinlcs, such as 
his disrczard, save for a few feint serurles, of the sarctity of 

human life, his mat‘er of fact accentance cl cxtraenarital sux life, 

anc his achsrence to a narty loysity lony, after he hea scen the 
falsity of its princinics anc .actions. 


The book, however, can dv reecrruendca for ana snhoulc be read by ali 
tnose who conc into contact ‘Ath Communisi. in any of its various 
aspects, cither in unitcd fronts anc ~ol:tics, in labor unions and 
"companion" organizations, or in satctage and violcnce. 
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